
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

This bill requires that a competitive electricity provider of a new renewable capacity resource in the portfolio of 

supply sources for retail electricity sales in the State must supply all of the electricity from its renewable resource 

generation facility to the New England Power Pool or the northern Mai:ne independent system for a minimum period 

of one year. Under the bill, a competitive electricity provider that imports its electricity from a generating facility 

located outside of the New England Power Pool or the northern Maine independent system may not subject the 

delivery of electricity to economic withholding or curtailment except for a transmission line outage or when the 

interpool tie lines are operating at full transfer capacity. A competitive electricity provider that fails to comply with 

the provisions of this bill may not be considered eligible as a new renewable capacity resource for 12 months. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-124) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The amendment directs the Public Utilities Commission to review 

and make recommendations for improvements to the portfolio requirements for new renewable capacity resources 

that must be met by competitive electricity providers in this State. The amendment specifically requires the 

commission to examine the costs and benefits of imposing additional requirements on owners and operators of new 

renewable capacity resources used to satisfy the new renewable portfolio requirements, which was proposed in the 

bill, and to develop recom1nendations to strengthen incentives for the development of new renewable resources 

within the State. 

The amendment requires the commission to submit a report of its findings and recommendations for the portfolio 

requirements for new renewable capacity resources to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy by 

January 15, 2010, and it authorizes the committee to submit legislation concerning this subject to the Second 

Regular Session of the 124th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

z()o9, chapter 51 the Public to recommendations for 

imprOvenlents tO--_tlie re_quire1Ilents __ capacity resources must.be met"by co.µipet_itive_ 

electricil)' providers in;his State. The specificallyrequires the cmmnissjon to examine the costs and benefits 

pf imposing additional -requirements on.owners and operators of renewable capaci1yresources used to satisfy 

the-:n_ew aiid t?_-_d_evblOp __ .strengihen_ inceiit_iVes-foi-tlie 
development of new renewable resources within the State, . . 

Theresolverequifes comniissfonto sulnnit a recommendations f9r the portfolio 

for new renf_wable capacil)' to the Joint Standing on Utilities and Energy by 
Jan11ary 15,2010;_and it authorizes the comrujttee to.submit iegislationconcerningthis subjecttothe Second 

RegularSessio11 of the 124thLegislature. 

LD 1075 An Act To Establish the Community-based Renewable Energy Pilot 

Program 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MACDONALD OTP-AM H-463 

This bi11 includes a number of provisions designed to encourage the development of community-based energy 

facilities and to achieve a goal of having 5 percent of electricity consumed by retail customers produced by 

community-based energy facilities by 2017. 

1. It requires the State to give preference to community-based energy facilities in purchasing electricity for 

state-owned buildings and facilities. 
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2. It increases the value of renewable energy credits for electricity generated by community-based energy facilities 

to 150 percent of the amount of the electricity. 

3. It requires standard-offer service providers to purchase a minimum amount of electricity fi·o1n community-based 

energy facilities. 

4. It requires the Executive Department, State Planning Office to develop a model legal organizational structure for 

community-based energy facilities. 

5. It requires the Public Utilities Commission and the Executive Department, Governor1s Office of Energy 

Independence and Security to develop and administer a system to track the development of community-based energy 

facilities. 

6. It requires those state agencies that have energy-related responsibilities to develop a plan to consolidate and 

integrate state-level energy policy and program functions and responsibilities within a single state entity. 

7. It authorizes funding from the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust Fund to be used for the development of 

co1nmunity-based energy facilities. 

Committee Amendment ''A" (H-463) 

This amendment replaces the bill. Like the bill, the amendment is designed to encourage the development of 

community-based renewable energy in the State. 

Part A establishes the community-based renewable energy pilot program, administered by the Public Utilities 

Commission, to encourage the sustainable development of community-based renewable energy in the State. The 

program has a sunset date of December 31, 2015. Participation in the program is limited to 50 megawatts of 

generating capacity across all projects and each individual project is limited to 10 megawatts of generating capacity." 

To participate in the program, a community-based renewable energy project must have demonstrated support in the 

form of a local resolution of support. 

A community-based renewable energy project that participates in the program may elect one of two program 

incentives: a long-term contract for energy generated by the project or a 150 percent multiplier on the value of 

renewable energy credits for electricity generated by the project, which must be accounted for when renewable 

energy credits are used to satisfy the State1s renewable resource portfolio requirements. For the long-term contract 

option, the amendment establishes a maximum contract tenn of 20 years, establishes a cap of 10 cents per 

kilowatt-hour on the average price per kilowatt-hour within each contract year .and requires the commission to 

ensure that mechanisms are established to protect electricity ratepayers over the contract tenn. The amendment 

authorizes the commission to direct investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities to enter into long-term 

contracts with program participants and authorizes consumer-owned transmission and distribution utilities, at their 

own option, to enter such contracts. 

The amendment requires the commission to report biennially to the joint standing committee of the Legislature 

having jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters regarding the implementation and effectiveness of the 

community-based renewable energy pilot program and the overall development of community-based renewable 

energy projects in the State. In the first biennial report, the commission is required to include recommendations for 

policy options to encourage the development of community-based renewable energy projects in economically 

disadvantaged areas of the State. The amendment requires the commission to submit an interim progress report no 

later than February 15, 2010 regarding the development and implementation of the program. 

Part A also authorizes, but does not require, the State to give preference to electricity generated by community-based 

renewable energy projects when purchasing electricity for the State and authorizes, but does not require, the 
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commission to incorporate energy generated by community-based renewable energy projects into the supply of 

standard-offer service. 

Part B requires the commission to arrange for a green power offer that is composed of electricity or renewable 

energy credits for electricity generated from renewable resources, including electricity generated by 
community-based renewable energy projects. It requires the commission to administer a competitive bid process to 

select a green power offer provider or providers. The a1nendment requires the commission to arrange the green 

power offer for the service territory of an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility and enables a 

consu1ner-owned transmission and distribution utility to elect to have the commission aiTange a green power offer if 

the commission arranges standard-offer setvice for that utility, The amendment requires the commission to infonn 

consumer~ about the opportunity to purchase the green power offer and adds language to current law to allow for 

information regarding the green power offer to be presented through inserts in custo1ner bills under the process that 

currently exists for other green power supply products. The amendment provides a sunset date of December 31, 

2015 for the green power offer and for the existing law regarding bill inserts to inform consumers about green power 

supply products, which is currently repealed July !, 2010. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 329 is desigued to encourage the development of c:'ommunity-based renewable energy in . 
,. - - - - - - -- - - - - -- - ' -

the State. 

Part !}. esthblishes the c6mmunity-based renewableenergypilol]>rogram; a<Jministered by _the. PubHc_1:Jtilities 

C~~ission, to encourage the sustainable development of colllll1~ty~based r~newa~le energy in the Smte. The 

pro1'J'a;i:ihas a SUl}Set date pfD~ce~ber 31, 2015, Participation in the program is limited to 50 megawatts of •.·.·<· 
generating capacity across all projects and each individual projectislirp.ited to 10 m~gawatts of g~nerating capapity; 

::J'o pmticipat9 in the program, a community-based re_newable energy project m11st have demonstraied support inthe 

form o.f jl local_ resolution of support. . 

A comm~ity-basedr~newable energy project that participates in the pr0gra;':' may~lectone.of2 progr~rn 
inc~ntives: a loug-tenn .contract for energy generated by the proje°'t or ~· 150_ percent multiplier on .the value of 
renewable energy credits for electricity generated by the project, which must be accounted for when renewable 

energy::~-~~--dit_~ __ are:u_S_e_d tO:satiSfy-th~, state1s rene~abie reSo_u~c;~:Po,~oiiO.r~_qu~~me~is;:-F~r 1lle long-term_ contract 
option;the law es(l!lilishes a maximum contracttenn of 20years; establishes a cap of 1.0 cents. per kilowatt-hour on 

the av_e_rage :P,fic_e:::ver :kiloWatt:.houi' Withi_n :each contract year- _ari_d_:_requ_iT_eS -the_ ~oil1lllis.siori- to ensur_e that __ 
mechafil,sllls ~ established to protect electricity ratepayers over the contract '.e!lll, This Iai; a11thorizes the 

C?Jllmi_~~iqn, t_9_-dire9t investo~"."-°-_wned tran_smission and __ d_i~_trib~t_i9n-~_ti_litie~_-~O,_enter into_ 10 .. ng-term -~O_l).tra~ts-with_ 
prci_~aF-_parti~ipants and atiilio_dze_s.consumer-owned_trilnspiission·alld dis~bution_uti_Ilties, at their own opt_i_µn, tO 
enter such colltracts-.- .. -- , 

. . 
. -

Thelawreq~ires the comrp.ission~TeportbieDllially to the joint standing cornmiiteeofthe Legislature ha~ing 
jurisdicJion over utiHties andem,rgy lllatters regarding the implementation and effectiveness of the wm~unity-based 
renewable energy pilot program and the overall. development of.community-based renewable energy projects infue .· 

State~_:-.iri0 th:e_-firS!~:bierin,iru _~~Pi~;-th6 COmtniSSiollis required to 1nciude.,!e_c_~in~enda_ti0~~--fo!-:policy-o:ptions_ ~o ___ --:' 
encou:"&e the devefopment of c.omrp.unity-based rene'Yable energy_projects in economically disadv'."'taged areas of 

the State .. Th.e l~w require.sthe corp.Illission t? submit al) interim progress report nolater than February 15, 2010 
tegarding the development and implementati9n of the program. . . 

PartNilsoauthorizes~ butdo~s nofrequir;,theSfate togive preference io~lec~icityg~nerated byco1Il111unity-based 

renewable ~nergyproj7~ts when purchasing i>lectricity·fortheState andauthorizes,butdoes not requfre; _the · .• 
commission.to incorporate energy generated by colllll1unity-based renewable energy projects into the.supply of . 

standard.:ooff6r·serVice; 
.. ~,- .. :-~----__ '._<:.<.<:'_-_ "_:,-___ _ ___ ·>~'- .. -_,.. : _, :·-_ - - _- - --

Parts· requfres the colllmissi6n tci arrange for a green powe1·offer that is comp0sed of electricity or renewable 
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energy_credits f0r __ electricity .generate4 fronl reneWable reSollrces, including electricity-generated by 
·co1nmunity:.based r~newab1e energy _ptojects~ It_ requires the Commission t~ adm~niSter a competitive bid process to 
seleCt a_ green power- offer_ provider or providers. The law also requires the comihission to a1Tange the green power 
Offer for the service territory of an irivestoi~owned transmission and ~istr,_ibU:tiOn :utility.-arid ell.ables a 
consumer-owned transmissio~ _3:1-d ·distributiOn utility to el~_ct to have t_he_ cotnpxission arrange_ a green pOwer 6ffer if_ 
the commis_sion arranges _sta~dardwoffer service for that_ utility.· it requ,ires the Commission to ihfotm consumers about 
the opportunity to purchase the green power offer and adds langu,age to curreilflaw to allow for informatiou 

regarding the green power offer to be presented through inserts in customer bills under the process that currently 

exists for other green power supply productsc The law provides a sunset date of December 31, 2015 for the green 

power offer and for the existing law regarding bill inserts to inform consumers about green power supply products, 

which is currently repealed July 1, 20.10. 

LD 1095 An Act To Provide Affordable Installation of Alternative Energy 

Systems 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BECK 

HOBBINS 

ONTP 

Under current law governing the solar and wind energy rebate program, an owner or tenant of residential or 

commercial property may receive a rebate for a qualified solar energy system that is installed on the property. This 

bill amends the law to provide that the installer of a qualified solar energy system or the owner or tenant of the 

property on which the qualified solar energy system is installed may receive the rebate. If the installer receives the 

rebate, the installer is required to pass through 100 percent of the rebate to the property owner or tenant. 

LD 1114 An Act To Facilitate the Marketing of Power Produced by Small 

Generators 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

VANWIE OTP-AM H-226 

This bill allows a transmission and distribution utility to aggregate electric power from multiple small generators and 

administer on behalf of those generators the purchase and sale of electricity to a competitive electricity provider. 

The parties to any resulting sale must be the generators and the competitive electricity provider. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-226) 

This amendment replaces the bill and makes the following changes. 

1. It clarifies the specific types of small generators whose power may be aggregated for sale to a competitive 

electricity provider by defining "eligible small generator11 as a generator that has a generating capacity of up to 5 

megawatts and generates electricity using a renewable resource or an efficient co1nbined heat and power system. 

2. It providf:s for sale of aggregated output from eligible small generators to the standard-offer service provider in 

the event that a transmission and distribution utility is unable to sell the aggregated output to a co1npetitive 

electricity provider. 

3. It permits, rather than requires as in the bill, the Public Utilities Commission to adopt rules to implement the sale 
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of aggregated output of eligible small generators to competitive electricity providers, including rules to allow a 

transmission and distribution utility to collect an administrative fee from participating eligible small generators to 

cover reasonable costs incurred by the transmission and distribution utility. It classifies the rules as routine technical 

rather than major substantive as in the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La~ 2009, chapter 197 allows a transltlission.auddistrilmtion utility to aggregat~ ~leci~ic po we; from eligible 
small generators and administer on behalf of those generators the purchase. and sale of electricity to a competitive 
electricity provider. The law defines an "eligible small generator" as a generator that has a generating capacity. of up 
to 5 niegil.wattS arid .generates electricity u.siitg-a renewable resource or an efficient combined heat and-pow'.er ~Ystem. 
Thela\V provides for sale of aggregated output from eligible small generators to the standard-offer se1vice provider 
in the event that a transmission and distribution utility is unableto sell the aggregated output to a competitive 
electricity provider. The law authorizes the Publi.c Utilities Commission to adopt routine technical rules to 
implen:ient the sale ofaggregated output of eligible small generators to c:ompetitive eleciricity providers, including 
rules to alloF a transmission and distribution utility to collect a~ administrative fee from participating eligible small 
generators to cover reasonable costs incuO"ed by .the transmission and distribution utility. 

LD 1152 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Certain Reports and Reviews 

Related to Utilities and Energy and Certain Positions at the Public 

Utilities Commission 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HINCK OTP 

This bill makes several changes to the laws governing Public Utilities Commission reports and reviews and the titles 

of positions at the commission. 

1. This bill synchronizes the State Government Evaluation Act review reporting requirements for the Public Utilities 

Commission and the Emergency Services Communication Bureau within the commission. The commission review 

and the Emergency Services Communication Bureau review, under current law, are due in different years. 

2. The bill incorporates the annual report on the gas conservation programs, natural gas rate-making mechanisms, 

electric restructuring, electric incentive ratemaking and low-income assistance programs and oxygen pump and 

ventilator benefits into the annual report of the commission. Under current law these annual reports have separate 

statutory reporting deadlines. 

3. The bill clarifies that the Emergency Services Communication Bureau and public interest payphone annual 

reports, which under current law have the same statutory due date as the commission1s annual report, are submitted 

as part of the conunission's annual report as opposed to being submitted separately. 

4. The bill eliminates the requirement that the commission report every four years to the joint standing committee of 

the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters on the appropriateness of the maximum fee for 

blocking or unblocking access to audiotext services and any recommendations for changing the fee. 

5. Finally, the bill makes changes to the description of certain existing positions at the commission. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 122 

Public Law 2009, chapter 122 makes se;eral chID;ge;to-lheia~sgovemlng Public Utilitie~ Commlsslon~.iports-and- ~ ----

rev~ews ·~~ _tl_ie _titles of p~SitiOns at the commission. __ 
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L It synchronizes the State Government Evaluation Act review repmting requirements for the Public Utilities 
Cominission and the Emergency Services Communication Bureau within the coinmission. The commission review 
and the Emergency Sei'vices--CoriununiCation Bureau review, under cun·ent law, are due in different years. 

2. ·Jt incorporates the annual report_on the· gas ~onse1vation programs, natural gas rate~making n1echanis1ns,.electric 
restructuririg, el_ectriC 'inc __ enti-Ve ratemaking-and low-income assi_stance programs and oxygen pump and veritilator 
ben_efits into the jlllnual l'eport ofthe commission. Under current law these annual reports have separate statutory 
reporting deadlines. 

3, It clarifies that the Emergency Services Communication Bw·eau and public interest payphone annual rep01ts, 
;whiCh 11nder:current1aw have the same statutory' due dcite as the commission's annual report. are submitted as part of 
the commission's annual report as opposed to being submitted separately. 

4. ·It eliminates the requirement that the commission report every four years to the joint standing committee of the 
].;egislature having jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters on the appropriateness of the maximum fee for 
plocking or unbloclgng access to audiotext services and any recommendations for changing the fee. 

5. ·Finally, this law makes changes to the description of certain existing positions at the commission. 

LD 1155 An Act To Make Certain Changes to the Laws Governing Approval for 

Transmission Lines 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS OTP 

Public Law 2007, chapter 575 lowered the threshold for requiring a certificate of public convenience and necessity 
for a transmission line from 100 kilovolts to 69 kilovolts. This bill removes certain language rendered unnecessary 
by the change in the threshold. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law.2009,c thapter 123 removes certain language rendered unnecessary by the. change in the threshold for 
requiring a ce1tificate of public convenience and necessi1y for a transmission line from 100 kilovolts to 69 kilovolts 
that was contained in Public.Law 2007, chapter 575. 

LD 1176 An Act To Revise the Charter of the Portland Water District 

Sponsor(s) 

HASKELL 
BARTLETT 

Committee Report 

OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill revises several aspects of the charter of the Portland Water District. The bill makes a series of fairly 
technical changes related to bonding and financing. It amends the charter to change the election date for the trustees 
serving Windham and Raymond, so that trustee is elected at general elections in November. It also changes the 
meeting at which the trustees determine and declare successful candidates from the annual meeting to the first 
regular business meeting after the election. It adds a provision to the charter to authorize the district to enter into 
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contracts with municipalities outside the district, govem1nental entities or water or sewer utilities to provide 

administrative services such as billing, accounting and other administrative services related to water and sewer 

operations. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private and Special Law 2009, chapter 18 revises several aspects of the charter of the Portland Water District. It 
makes a series. of fairly tecl)Iiical changes related to bonding anc\ financing .. It amends the charter to change the 

election date for the trustees serVingWindham and Raymond, so that trustee is elected at general elections in 

November. It also changes the meeting at which the trustees detennine and declare successful candidates from the 

annual meeting .to the first regular business.meeting after the election. It adds a provision to the .charter to authorize .. 

the-distt?ct to_-:enter int~- ~c;nitracts With_ municipalities outside the diStrict, goyemmetita1. elltitieS or Water or __ sewer 
utilities to,. provide administrative services such as billiilg, accollnting and_ oth_~r administrative services related to 
water and sewer operatioils; 

LD 1222 An Act To Promote Geothermal Energy in the State 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DIAMOND 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to create a tax incentive program for 

geothe1mal energy, _similar to the federal Energy Improvement and Extension Act of2008 and the state solar and 

wind energy rebate program, to address the needs of residents who live in areas where solar or wind power are not 

viable options. Under proposed incentive program, homeowners who install geothermal heating and cooling systems 

would be eligible for a one-thne tax credit of a percentage of the total investment for residential ground loop or 

ground water geothermal heat pump installations, with a maximum credit for a single residence. 

LD 1222 was caITied over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature pursuant to Joint Order H.P. 
1053. 

Carried Over 

LD 1317 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Addison Point Water District P & S21 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

TILTON 

RAYE 

Committee Report 

01P-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-296 

This bill amends the charter of the Addison Point Water District. It allows the district to have an annual meeting at 

the discretion of the trustees and requires that the trustees are elected at the annual meeting or at a special meeting if 

a vacancy occurs before the term of a trustee expires. It gives the trustees the authority to elect a treasurer and set 

the compensation for the treasurer. It requires the district to set rates in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, 

Title 35-A, chapter 61, and it authorizes the district to issue bonds and other indebtedness in accordance with Title 

35-A, chapter 9 and section 6413. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-296) 

This amend1nent clarifies the provision in the bill regarding the election of trustees of the Addison Point Water 

District and the transition of those trustees in office on the effective date of this Act. The amendment makes a 
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technical change to the provision of the bill regarding borrowing and issuance of bonds by substituting the language 
in the bill with a cross-reference to identical language contained in the Standard Water District Enabling Act. 

The amendment also adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private and Special Law 2009, chapter 21.amends the charter of the Addison Point Water District. It all~ws the 

district tohave an annual meeting at the discretion of the trustees and requires that the trustees are elected at.the 
fil1Illia1 meeting or a_t a _special meeting i( a VacanCy_occurs b'efore the term of a trustee_ e_xp'ires. It givesthetrustees 
the" authority_ to ele_ct a treasurer _and set the compensation _for the treasurer. It ~equire~_the district to _set rates in 
accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35'A, chapter 61, and it authorizes the district to issue bonds and 

other indebtedness in accordance with Title 35-A, chapter 9 and section 6413. 

Private and Special Law 2009, chapter21 was enacted as an emergency measure effective June. 2, 2009. 

LD 1318 An Act To Create the Hancock Pond Water District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CURTIS OTP-AM H-303 

This bill creates the Hancock Pond Water District as a standard water district consisting of the inhabitants and 

territory of the Towns of Madison and Anson. The Hancock Pond Water District is created by combining the 
Madison Water District and the Anson Water District. The establishment of the Hancock Pond Water District is 
subject to approval at a referendum held within two years of the effective date of this Act. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-303) 

P & S20 
EMERGENCY 

This amendment removes the provision in the bill that authorizes the Hancock Pond Water District to provide 
sewerage services. It also makes technical changes to clarify language and to correct cross-references to the Standard 

Water District Enabling Act in the section of the bill regarding the powers of the district to take water, construct and 
maintain necessary infrastructure and to supply water and in the section of the bill regarding the board of trustees, 
including the no1nination and election of trustees, the first board, terms of office and eligibility requirements. 

Enacted Law Summary 
- -- ~ 

Private and SpecialLaw 2009, chapter 2.0 creat;s the H~nco~k~ond Wat~r District as a standardwaterdistrict 
consisting of the inhabitants and territory of the fowns of Madi~on and An.son. The Hancock Pond Water District is 

Heated b~ combining the Madis<mWater I>istrict and theAnsm1Water District. Th~ establisl.unent of the Hancock 
Pond Water Districtis subjectto approval at a referendum held within two"years of.the effective date of this Act. 

Private and Special Law 2009, chapter20 was enactedas. an emergency measure effective June 2, 2009, for the 

purpose_ of pennitting _i'ts ~-y,?~i~sio~ _t~--1!1:~_-:_~o:ters of !Ii:~ ~is~ict i_n a referendum. -
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An Act To Ensnre Continued Access to Emergency Information in the 

State by Allowing Governments To Build Federally Licensed Television 

Translators 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS OTP 

This bill permits municipalities and counties to receive federal funds for the construction and operation of broadcast 

television translator stations. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pnl>iicLaw2oo9, ch~pter 117 permits muni~ipalitie; ll£l<lc~unti~; \n r~~~i~~fede~I rITTi:d~ fo~ the c~nsfu;cti~n ll£l<l 

ppei'ati01t bf~road~_~st 'tetevis'io1i'iranslator stations. 

PUBLIC 117 

LD 1348 Resolve, To Provide Grants to Public Educational and Municipal 

Entities for Feasibility Studies of Renewable Energy Projects 

RESOLVE65 

EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ADAMS OTP-AM H-227 

This bill requires the Public Utilities Commission to establish and administer a program to provide grants to public 

educational and municipal entities to conduct feasibility studies for the installation and operation of renewable 

energy projects on public property. The bill authorizes the commission to apply for funding from the Energy and 

Carbon Savings Trust Fund to fund the grant program. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-227) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The resolve directs the Pub1ic Utilities Commission to utilize 

federal stimulus funds made available under the federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 to 

provide grants to public educational and municipal entities to conduct feasibility studies for the installation and 

operation of cost-effective renewable energy projects on public property. The arnend1nent directs the commission to 

give priority to applicants that commit to fund 10% of the cost of the feasibility study either in a financial 

commitment or the equivalent value of volunteer or in-kind contributions. The amend1nent authorizes the 

commission to adopt rules as necessary to administer the grants and directs the Public Utilities Commission to 

submit an interim report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities and 

energy matters by April I, 2010 and a final report no later than December 31, 2011 regarding the grants provided. 

Enacted Law Summary 
----------------------- ----------------------- ---------------

Resolve 2009;chapter 65. ~ire~ts th~Public Utilities Commission toutilize federalstimulus funds mad" available 

under.the federal American Recovery andReinye~tment Act of2009top~·ovide grants to pu!Jlic educati?naland 

municipal en,titiesto conductfeasibility stµdies for the installatio.nand pperation ofcost-effectiv" renewable energy .. 

projects on public property. It directs the commission to give priority t? applicants that comnJ.it to fund lOo/o of tbe . 

cost .of the feasibility sl!ldy either in a finan.cial .commitmentor tbe equivalentvalueof vol.unteer or in-kiI!d 

contributions, .It authorizes the commission to adoptrules as necessary to administer the grants and directs the 

Public Utilities Commiss.ion to submit an interim report to the joint standing committee of the Legislal!lre having 
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jurisdictio!l over utilitl~s and en~rgy!liatter; by Aprll I, 20 IO and afll1al report no late(tban December 31, 20 II 

regarding the grants provided, 

Resolve 2009, chapter 65 was finally passed_ as an emer_gency measure effective May22, 2009. 

LD 1349 An Act To Streamline Ratemaking for Consumer-owned Water Utilities 

Sponsor(s) 

BLANCHARD 

SHERMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-320 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to give a consumer-owned water utility the 

authority to decrease its rates or to increase its rates between 3 percent and 5 percent without the changes being 

subject to investigation and suspension by the Public Utilities Commission before the changes go into effect. The 

bill proposes to limit such increases or decreases in rates to a total of 10 percent during a 5-year period. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-320) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment allows a consumer-owned water utility that has negative net 

income in two consecutive fiscal years to file for a limited rate increase under a streamlined process. The rate 

increase that a consumer-owned water utility may propose is limited to 2, 3.5 or 5 percent of current rates depending 

on the size of the utility as measured by annual revenues, and the cumulative total of rate increases over 5 years is 

limited to 10 percent. Under the streamlined process, a consumer-owned water utility is required to hold a public 

meeting regarding the proposed rate increase and provide a public comment period at that meeting. After the public 

meeting, the governing body of the consumer-owned water utility is required to hold a meeting to deliberate and vote 

on the proposed rate increase. The consumer-owned water utility is required to record and file with the Public 

Utilities Commission minutes of the public meeting and the meeting of the governing body, which must include a 

record of the public comment, the vote of the governing body and responses of the governing body to the public 

comment received. The amendment requires the utility to file its changed rates with the commission within 30 days 

of the vote of the governing body and not sooner than 10 days following the vote. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public l,.aw.2009, chapt~r 237 allo:-vs a consumer-owned.water utili1y that has negative net income in 2 con!iecutive 

fisca1-:Y,ears,-to _-file fo_r a·_lim_ite_d_ ~~tein~rease under a: stre_filnlined_:process. _ TI~e rate incre~7:that a_ cqllSumer-owned 
w.ater utili1y may propose is limited to 2, 3.5 or 5 .percent of current rates depending on .the size of the utili1y as · 

me_as~a:-b;y~-a~niial reYe11ueS_-;-a~_d~ the dutiu1Iati_ve iotal -Of rate tncre~es _ove~ 5-:Yeafs-iSti~tb-d_ to 1_0 _percent_JJnder 

thestreamlin,dprocess, a consurner,owned water utili1y is required to h.olda public meeting regarding the proposed 

rate increase and provide a public comment period at that meeting. After the. public meeting, the governing body of 

the co11suJllei-ow,Iled_ -w~tet:uiiHiy_iS ~eqU,ired t?'.h91d a __ me:etillg to-delib_erate-arid Vote_ o:"- th_e_proposed rat~--in~reas~. 
The.consumer-m¥!1ed w~ter utili1y is requiredtorecord and :file with the.Public UtiHties Co1nmission minutes of the 

public meeting and the meetini;ofthe g9vernin~ body, which must include arec9rdofthe public comment, the vote. 

ophe gove'"lling body and responses of the governing body to the public comment received; This law requires the 

utili1y to :fil.e its changed rates with the commissio)l within 30 days of the vote of the goyerning body .and not sooner 

than 10 day~ following the vote. 
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LD 1350 An Act To Establish the Maine Transmission Mitigation Trust Fund 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTINJL 

JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill iinposes a state excise tax per megawatt hour of electricity transmitted over certain high-voltage electric 
transmission property. The bill also creates the Maine Transmission Mitigation Trust and the Maine Transmission 
Mitigation Trust Fund. The revenue from the imposition of the state excise tax on certain high-voltage electric 

transmission property is deposited in the trust fund, which is managed by the trust. The trustees of the trust are 
required to distribute 20% of the trust fund, up to $10,000,000, annually to municipalities that have submitted 
winning bids to the trust for projects to install underground utility infrastructure. The remainder of the trust fund 

must be paid to electricity customers in proportion to each customer1s purchases of electricity transmitted over the 
State's transmission and distribution utilities transmission lines. 

LD 1350 was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature pursuant to Joint Order H.P. 

1053. 

LD 1369 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Clinton Water District 

Sponsor(s) 

FITTS 
MARRA CHE 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-338 

This bill amends the charter of the Clinton Water District. It amends the territorial limits of the district. It changes 
trustees from being appointed to being elected, amends the salaries of the trustees and the treasurer and amends date 
of the annual meeting of the district. 

Committee Amendment "A" (HM338) 

This amendment changes the provision of the bill regarding the trustees of the Clinton Water District. The 
amendment clarifies the language regarding trustee compensation by establishing the level of trustee compensation 
at $700 each per year beginning October I, 2009. The amendment replaces the language in the bill regarding 

nominations and elections of trustees with a crossMreference to the con·esponding language in the Standard Water 
District Enabling Act and incorporates by reference a provision for filling vacancies on the board which was omitted 
from the bill. The amendment provides language regarding the transition from appointed to elected trustees. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private "1)c! Special Law 2009, chapte~ 22 amend; the-cha.rter of !he Clinton Water District. It wends the territorial 
limits of the district It changes trustees from being appointed to being elected, amends the salaries of the trustees 

and the treasurer and ~Ill.ends date of the annual. meet,ing of the district. It establi~es the !eve.I of trust'e 
compensation at$700 each per year beginning October I, 2009. This Jaw also provides for the transition from 
appointed to elected trustees.· 
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LD 1430 An Act To Ensure Electric Capacity To Serve Maine Consumers 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BOWMAN 

This bill amends the laws governing electric utilities to define 11 capacity resource 11 to include distributed generation 

resource. It specifies that determinations relating to capability responsibility, which is defined in the bill as the 

amount of electric generation capacity required to meet the needs of electricity users within the State, must be made 

by the State. It establishes a goal of supporting the integrated use of demand response programs and distributed 

generation resources in order to fulfill the State1s capability responsibility. Finally, it amends the law to require, 

rather than pennit, the Public Utilities Commission to enter into contracts for interruptible, demand response or 

energy efficiency capacity resources. 

LD 1430 was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature pursuant to Joint Order H.P. 

1053. 

LD 1450 An Act To Establish the Renewable Energy Resources Program 

Sponsor(s) 

ADAMS 

BARTLETT 

Committee Repmt Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill creates Title 35-A, Chapter 36, Renewable Energy Resources. The bill requires Public Utilities 

Commission to establish by rule a renewable energy resources program to encourage the rapid and sustainable 

development of renewable energy resources and technology for environmentally hea1thy generation of electricity. 

The bill defines an eligible electric generator under the program as a generator that contributes no net carbon 

addition to the atmosphere, generates electricity from certain specified renewable resources, has a maximum 

generating capacity of20 megawatts and is majority owned by person owning less than 20 megawatts of generating 

capacity in the state. 

The bill requires the commission to create a standard contract for the purchase of electricity from an eligible electric 

generator by a grid operator. Under the bill, upon request of an eligible electric generator, a grid operator must enter 

power purchase agreement using the standard contract to purchase all electricity from that generator for at least 20 

years. The bill requires the commission to set the rates paid to eligible electric generators for electricity under the 

standard contract and establishes additive incentive premiums to be paid in addition to the established rates. It 

requires the commission to establish a surcharge that must be imposed on all electricity customers sufficient to pay 

the costs of electricity purchased from eligible electric generators and interconnection costs. 

The bill requires the commission to review rates paid under the program every two years and make adjustments as 

necessary and to repott on the program to the Governor and the Legislature by January 1, 2010, January 1, 2011, and 

every four years thereafter. 
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An Act To Facilitate Testing and Demonstration of Renewable Ocean 
Energy Technology 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS OTP-AM S-249 

PUBLIC270 
EMERGENCY 

This bill contains several provisions to facilitate research and development and demonstration of renewable ocean 

energy technologies. 

Part A streamlines state permitting of offshore wind energy demonstration projects by creating a general permit 

administered by the Department ofEnviron1nental Protection for qualified projects located in specific identified 

offshore areas. 

Part B streamlines the process for issuance of a state submerged lands lease for an offshore wind energy 

demonstration project granted a general pennit in accordance with Part A of the bill or a tidal energy demonstration 

project granted a general permit under Part D of the bill. 

Part C calls for a public process to identify up to 5 specific offshore areas in which an offshore wind energy 

demonstration project may be granted a general permit as provided in Part A of the bill based on consideration of 

potential effects on natural resources and existing uses, community support and other factors. Part C further 

provides for designation of one of these areas as the Maine Offshore Wind Energy Research Center to facilitate 

offshore wind energy-related research and development conducted by or in cooperation with the University of Maine 

System. 

Part D streamlines state permitting of tidal energy demonstration projects by creating a general permit administered 

by the Department of Environmental Protection for projects eligible for a pilot project license from the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-249) 

The amendment makes the following changes to the bill: 

1. It clarifies the language in the bill regarding the specification of an exclusion zone around an offshore wind 

energy demonstration project. 

2. It adds the lobster management policy council for the lobster management zone in which an offshore wind energy 

project is proposed to the list of required entities with whom an applicant for a general permit for an offshore wind 

energy demonstration project must consult in the development of plans required as part of the general permit 

application; 

3. It adds a provision to allow the University of Maine System to hold more than one general permit for an offshore 

wind energy project in the Maine Offshore Wind Energy Research Center as long as the projects employ differing 

wind energy technologies; 

4. It clarifies the provisions in the bill regarding the application review period, the term of a general permit, permit 

extensions and the termination of offshore wind energy developments and adds language to provide an initial 5-year 

project period for projects in the Maine Offshore Wind Energy Research Center, as compared with the initial 3-year 

project period for projects located elsewhere; 
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5. It adds language to limit the number of ocean energy generating units in the Maine Offshore Wind Energy 

Research Center to 6 units in operation at any one time in that area and it provides a definition of ocean energy 

generating units; 

6. It clarifies the language in the bill regarding the initial identification of offshore wind energy test areas by the 

Department of Environmental Protection and subsequent modification of the initial list of identified areas; 

7. It adds language to provide that identification of an offshore wind energy test area or areas constitutes final 

agency action of the Department of Conservation; and 

8. It adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 270 contain~ several provlSlOns-i.o~ facilitate research and development and demonstration 

Of r~n.eWable oc.ean energy technologies. 

' .·. ' ··. " :. ' - ' ,-'\ 

P~rtA of this law stream)ines state permitting ofOffshore wind energy demonstration projects_by creating a ge1wral 

pef111it at1Jninistered by the Depaitment of Environme11tal Protection for quaHfied offshore whid energy 

demonstration projects located in specific identified offshore areas. 
-\ "· ; ; ' ' '. 

p.iit B of this law streamlines the process for fasuance ofastate submerged lands lease.for an offshore wind energy 

demonstration p~oject granted a general peimit in accordance with Part A of the bill or a tidal energy .demonstration· 

project granted a general permitunderPait D ()fthe bilL 
; " ' ',' ,• 

Part Cof this sets forth a publlcprocess to_ identify up to 5 specific offshore areas in which an.offshore vvind· energy 

demonstration groject may be grfillted a generalpermit as provided in Pait~ of the bill based on consideration of 

potential effects on natural resources and existing uses, C<lllllilunity support and other factors. The law specifies that 

identification of an offshore wind energy test area or ai·eas _constitutes final agency ~ction of the Department of 

COriservatiOn: 

~ari c further provides for aesignati~npf on~ of these areas as the Maine Offshore WindEnergyR,esearch Centel't(>. 

facilitate offsh?j'e wind energy-related research and developme~tconducted by or in cooperation with !11eJ]niversity 

o(Maine System._ The lawallowsthe_Unive_rsity ofMaine Systemto holdmore thanone gene'cal permit for an -

offshor~ wind energy proj~ctintheMaine Offshore Wind Energy Re~earch Center as long as the projects employ 

differing wind e11ergy technologies, and _it limi_ts the number of ocean energy generating units in the Maine Offshore_ 

~ind ~netgy}\esearch -~~nte~_i0--6.units·_.h1 o'peratlOn at ·any one tiilleifilhat ai·ea~ -

PartDofthis law streanilines state permitting of tidal energydemonstration projects.by creating a general permit 

_administered by the Depaitment ofEnvironmental Protection.for projects .eligible for a pilot projectlicense from the 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 

Public Law 2009,_chapter270vvas enacted as an emergency measure effective June 4, 2009. __ 

LD 1467 An Act Relating to the Carrabassett Valley Sanitary District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CROCKETTJ ONTP 
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This bill provides that the com1non-Jaw rule that holds that a claim of adverse possession or prescriptive easement 
may not be maintained against land owned by the government or a quasi-governmental entity does not apply in the 

limited case where a transmission line from a generating facility is located on or over property owned by the 
Carrabassett Valley Sanitary District and within 300 feet of a utility substation. The bill also shortens the 

prescriptive period from 20 to 10 years in this lhnited case. 

LD 1494 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Limestone Water and Sewer 
District 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTINJL 
JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill prohibits a person serving an appointed 1nernber of the Greater Limestone Wastewater Treatlnent Facility 
Board from serving as an officer of the elected board of trustees of the Limestone Water and Sewer District. The bill 

also limits the jurisdiction of the wastewater treatment facility board to the operation and maintenance of the faCility, 
compliance with environmental regulations applicable to that facility, rate changes and changes in the terms and 
conditions of wastewater service provided by the district to the Loring Development Authority of Maine. It also 
clarifies that the elected board of trustees of the district remains vested with authority over all other affairs of the 

district, including the authority to borrow money and issue bonds in the name of the district. 

Enacted Law Summary 

-- -- - --
Private and Special Law 2009, chapter 26 prohibits a person serving an app~inted member of.!he Greater Limeston_e 
Wastewater TreatmentFacility Bo_ard from serving as an officer of the elected board of trustees of the Limestone 

Waten111d .Sewer District.. This law also .limits thejurisdicti~n.oftl1e .wastewater tr~atment facility board to the 
ope;afon ~nd mainte~arice of the facility, c01npliancewith envirolllllentalregulations applicable to thatf~ciHty,rate 
phanges arid ~hanges in th~ t~rllls _and co~ditions ohvastewater service provided by the district to the Loring 
Deve!Oplllent Authority ofMaille.)t also clarifies that the elect~d board of trustees of the dis(rkt remajns vested 
with authority over all othe_r affairs. of the district, including the authority to borrow money and issue bonds .in the 

name of the distdct. 
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